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SECOND ANNUAL CLIMATE CHANGE SUMMIT

FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS
On May 10, 2008 at MIT’s Stata Center, Boston Latin School Youth Climate Action Network (BLS Youth CAN) will be holding its second annual Climate Change Summit. BLS Youth CAN started in January of 2007 and in May of that year had their first Youth Summit, which attracted 225 students from 47 schools throughout the greater Boston area. 
This year’s summit promises to be even bigger and better thanks to generous grants from the National Wildlife Federation and the Keyspan Foundation. The event is now open to educators of high school and middle school students, as well as the students themselves. In keeping with Youth CAN’s mission of creating and sustaining an active network of environmental youth groups, this year, in partnership with the National Wildlife Federation, Youth CAN will award ten $1,000 climate action grants to youth groups who apply at the summit. 

The networking aspect of Youth CAN will get a further boost at this year’s Summit as a special hour-long Networking Session strives to build a coalition of youth and educators who will hold an eventual public hearing to petition for mandatory climate change education in Boston Public Schools. Youth Community Organizers from the Hyde Square Task Force, who led a successful effort to get civics education adopted into the curriculum, will be present to get the ball rolling.  This new initiative is supported by Boston City Councilor’s At-Large, Sam Yoon and John Connolly, both of whom participated in a roundtable discussion between students, and policy-makers, as part of Focus the Nation at Boston Latin School in January.  John Connolly will attend the session.
Information about other ways to address the problem of climate change will be available in the more 20 workshop sessions Summit attendees may choose from.  Offerings include programs on personal sustainable living, how climate change is affecting the world’s ecosystems, the socio-political implications of climate change, sustainable energy, science modeling and activism. Opening remarks will be made by Mayor Thomas Menino and MIT President Susan Hockfield, and the keynote speaker will be Boston’s Chief for Environmental and Energy Services, Jim Hunt. The summit is completely free for all participants, including breakfast, lunch, and door prizes. Two green bands will play, including Jonny Lives from NY, the band that started Rock’n Renew, a non-profit organization that helps musicians, students, and their communities live and act in sustainable ways using art and music to generate excitement about green solutions.  Students and educators should register for the Summit online at www.blsyouthcan.org. 
