January, 2008

Subject:  Please Participate in Focus the Nation!

Dear Boston Latin School Faculty Member,

BLS Youth CAN needs your support for an important upcoming educational event.  On January 31, 2008 BLS will join other high schools and colleges across the country in a day of education and awareness raising activities aimed at focusing attention on the problem of global warming.  The event, organized by a group called Focus the Nation (www.focusthenation.org) is a national day of teach-ins about global warming solutions involving over a thousand colleges, universities, high schools, middle schools, faith groups, civic organizations and businesses. 

The Headmaster has given her support for this day, and we hope you will too! Youth CAN has multiple activities planned at BLS for Thursday the 31st but let us tell you first about how we’re hoping to involve faulty.  

For your part, we are asking faculty to commit to teaching about global warming in your classes on January 31st.  To assist you with this, Youth CAN has put together a list of links to websites with interdisciplinary lesson plans for all grade levels.  The links are available in a handout.  Copies are in room 025, where there is also a binder compiled by Youth CAN students with global warming lesson plans arranged by disciplines.    

Perhaps the easiest way to involve your students is to assign them to tune in to a Focus the Nation webcast called the 2% Solution that will run on WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30TH 8 PM EASTERN TIME.


At that time, Focus the Nation will stream a free, live, interactive webcast called The 2% SOLUTION. Students who go online and link to the webcast will join Stanford University climate scientist, Stephen Schneider, sustainability expert Hunter Lovins and green jobs pioneer Van Jones and youth climate leaders, for a discussion of global warming solutions. Audiences can weigh in with cell phone voting. 


Teachers can assign the first half of the web cast as homework on Wednesday night, and then—since the event will be archived- follow-up with a showing of segments in class on Thursday. The 2% Solution presents an incredible opportunity for the entire country, at thousands of sites, to participate in a serious discussion of global warming solutions—and economic opportunities.  The Focus the Nation website has lots of information about the 2% solution and how to link to the site for the webcast ahead of time (www.focusthenation.org).

Furthermore, BLS Youth CAN is hosting an R1 Assembly for class V students on the 31st that will be aired on Channel 27 of BLS TV.  The assembly will be organized as a round-table dialogue with elected leaders answering questions posed by a panel of Youth CAN students.  Invited guest speakers include Governor Duval Patrick, Mayor Thomas Menino, State Senator Anthony Petruccelli, State Representative Carlo Basile, James Hunt, of the Mayor’s Environmental and Energy Services Office, City Councilor Salvatore LaMattina, City Councilor John Tobin, City Councilor John Connelly and more.  Roundtable questions will be organized around the following overarching question: Can the US stabilize CO2 emissions by 2016? If so, what would this require?  Our intent is to provide a perspective from city government as well as to allow law makers to learn what some of the students at Boston Latin School are thinking about this important topic.

To generate some enthusiasm for this event, as well as encourage faculty participation, Youth CAN will post an ongoing list of those faculty members who have signed up to teach about global warming in their classes on the 31st outside the main office.  Just look for the big climate change thermometer, and see which of your colleagues have already committed to involving their classes in this collective effort to inform ourselves about global warming at BLS.

To make this day successful it is important to have faculty participation. Focus the Nation has specifically challenged all participating schools to try to involve at least fifty faculty members per school. We hope that BLS teachers will dedicate anywhere from 10 minutes to a half an hour in each of their classes on January 31 to teaching and speaking with students about global warming. 

We fully understand though that not every teacher and faculty member knows all there is to know about global warming. We are in hopes however, that all teachers will be able to present this as an opportunity to approach this important issue as a community of learners. Youth CAN students will be coming around to your classrooms to ask you about your possible participation in person.  We will be bringing a helpful ideas sheet, including links to lesson plans and video clips, carbon quizzes that students can take online, and more.

If you have any questions, or are interested in having your name listed as a participating faculty member, please notify our faculty advisor, Ms. Arnold at catebarnold@aol.com or in school in room 025. You can also contact Megan Scipione (hr. 304) at mscipione91@aim.com.


Finally, a few words about the additional activities planned at BLS on the 31st:  We’ll start the day selling global warming carbon footprint badges with information on them about global warming.  The purchase of a carbon footprint will enter the purchaser into a raffle for prizes.  Winners will be announced at the end of the day.  Proceeds will help fund Youth CAN’s upcoming 2nd annual global warming youth summit at MIT on May 10th, 2008.

On January 31st, we’re asking all students and staff to wear green as a means of focusing attention on the green initiatives that are such an important part of the global warming solution.  You’ll notice blue tape around the building aimed at raising awareness about the problem of potential rising sea levels associated with climate change.

During the three lunches on the 31st, members of the BLS improv group will perform global warming street theater.  Youth CAN students in the lunches will also be conducting blind taste tests aimed at highlighting the importance of switching from bottled water to tap water.  Youth CAN is also sponsoring an afternoon global warming film series with screenings of 6 different global warming films in various locations throughout the school.   

As you can see, we are very excited about Boston Latin School’s participation in this important effort.  We welcome your ideas, comments and questions.  

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

The Focus the Nation Committee, 

Boston Latin School Youth Climate Action Network (Youth C.A.N.)
